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According to the dictionary, the word ‘hope’ refers to a feeling of trust, confidence, belief or expectation that something wished for can or will still happen. We can only trust or be confident or believe in one that is of higher ability. As for expectation, we always hope for good things to happen and especially if we are having a relationship with the probable outcome. Whereas the virtue of hope can be possessed by almost anyone, it is principally associated with believers and Christians for that matter.
We can all affirm to the best of our knowledge that times have changed with situations to deal with in every era. The British and their Allies had to worry about being hit by the German Nazi tanks. The wildest fears of the Japanese came to a reality in 1945 when Hiroshima was hit by an atomic bomb on 6th August and to add insult to injury, their port city of Nagasaki was hit by an atomic bomb a mere three days later. Today we might not be grappling with which is the location of the next war plane attack, but we are fighting one of the most severe health crises in man’s history, which has brought about the worst economic crisis since the Great Depression.
Now let’s come back from envisioning the pains and trauma of those who were hit by the world pandemics in the past. This was just to show us that in every era, there is always something to worry about and thus some relief to hope for.
In the face of all these traumatizing endemics that humanity has ever faced, and corona virus for our present-day worries, what is our response as Christians?
God’s admonition in the face of all these is that there is surely a future and our hope will not be cut off. (Proverbs 23: 18)
Isaiah 40:31 tells us about waiting upon the Lord. ‘But they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.
By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful who had promised. (Hebrews 11:11)
Whenever you feel that your strength is at the point of exhaustion, or that your toils seem to be in vain, please remember that we serve a God who is ever faithful.
Our million-dollar question today is on where we will focus our trust, our confidence and our belief.
Please rest assured that Jehovah is a strong redeemer who is more than able to rescue us. He will surely deliver us.
For there is hope for a tree, if it be cut down, that it will sprout again, and that its shoots will not cease. (Job 14:7)
Despite our situation having gone out of normalcy, God will faithfully give us joy in His deliverance.
Since COVID-19 has brought about an unprecedented situation, we need to deepen our unshakable hope in God, as the stability of our times and only deliverer from this peril.
But if we wait for we do not see, we wait for it with patience. (Romans 8:25) We do not know what the future holds for us, none of us knows when this pandemic will really end. Only God who is omniscient is in control of everything. Let us thus wait patiently upon the Lord, for He will indeed act in His own appointed time.
Here are some choruses from two great songs:
1. Gaither makes the resounding tune;                                                                                                                                                                                Because He lives, I can face tomorrow,                                                                                                                                                                   Because He lives, all fear is gone,                                                                                                                             Because I know He holds the future,                                                                                                   And the life is worth living,                                                                                                                                                        Just because He lives!
1. David Ekene sings;
No matter what I face
No matter what I see
No matter what comes my way
No matter how I cry
One thing that is definitely in my heart
My tomorrow must be greater than today

Finally, let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. (Hebrews 10:23)
And may all the glory be unto the Lord God.
Amen
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